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round houfc zj.lt cr rift of fome little breadth : if you cry out 
in the rift, ir will make a fearful roaring at the window. Bacon. 

W here the tender rinds of trees difclofe 
T heir (hooting gcins, a fwelling knot there grows: 
juft in that place a narrow fit we make, 

I hen other bud; from bearing trees we take; 

Infertcd thus, the wounded rind we clofe. Dry den. 

I found, by looking through a Jlit or oblong hole, which 
was narrower than the pupil of rny eyps, and held clofe co it 
parallel to the prifms, I could fee the circles much diftincler, 
and viftble to a far greater number, than otherwife. A 'ewton. 

loSLIVE. > v. a. [ plipan, Saxon. J To fplit; to divide 

I o SLi'Y ER. j longwife ; to tear off longwife. 

Liver of blafphcming Jew, 

Gall of goat, and flips of yew, 

Sliver'd in the moons cclipfe. Shake,"p. Macbeth. 

Sli'ver. n.f. [from the verb.] A branch torn off. Sliver, in 
Scotland, ltill denotes a fiice cut offas, he took a large j.iver 
of the beef. 

There on the pendant boughs, her coronet weed 
ClambYmg to hang, an envious fiver broke. 

When down her weedy coronet and herfelf 

Fell in the weeping brook. Shah. Ham'et. 

Sloats. n.f. Of a cart, are thofe underpieces which keep the 
bottom together. Bailey. 

Slo'bber. n.f. [glavo ris, Welfh.] Slaver. See Slaver. 

To Slock, v. n. [flock, to quench, Swedifli and Scottifh ] To 
flake; to quench. 

Sloe. n.f. [ ]-la, Saxon ; Jlaae, Danifh. ] The fruit of the 
blackthorn, a fmall wild plum. 

T he fair pomgranate might adorn the pine, 

The grape the bramble, and the foe the vine. Black more. 
When you fell your underwoods, fow haws and Jlows in 
them, and they will furnifh you, without doing of your woods 
any hurt. Mortimer's Husbandry. 

Sloop, n.f A fmall (hip. 

To Slot. v. a. [from lap, lop, fop .J To drink grofly and 
greedily. 

Slop. n. f. [from the verb ] Mean and vile liquor of any 
kind. Generally fome naufeous or ufelefs medicinal liquor. 

The fick hufband here wanted for neither fops nor doc¬ 
tors. L' Ejlrange. 

But thou, whatever ftps flie will have bought. 

Be thankful. Dry den's Juvenal. 

Slop. n.f. [plop, Saxon; foove, Dutch, a covering] Trow- 
fers; open breeches. 

What faid Mr. Domblcdon about the fattin for my fliort 
cloak and flops ? Shakefp. Henry IV. 

SLOPE, ad] [This word is not derived fiom any fatisfatflory 
original. Junius omits it. - Skinner derives it from flap, lax, 
Dutch ; and derives it from the curve of a loofc rope. Per¬ 
haps its original may be latent in loopen, Dutch, to run, flope 
being enfy to the runner.] Oblique* not perpendicular. Jt 
is generally ttfed of acclivity or declivity; forming an angle 
greater or lefs with the plane of the horizon. 

Where there is a greater quantity of water, and fpacc 
enough, the water movc-th with a /leper rife and fall. Bacon. 

Murm’ring waters fall 
Down the flope hills, difpers'd, or in a lake. 

That to the fringed bank with myrtle crown’d 

Her cryffal mirror holds, unite their llreams. Milton. 

Slope, n.f [from the adjedlivc.] 

1. An oblique dire£lion ; any thing obliquely directed. 

2. Declivity ; ground c t or formed with declivity. 

Growing upon flopes is caufed for that mofx, as it cometh 
of moiffure, fo the water muff hut Aide, not be in a pool. Bac. 

My lord advances with majcffick mien. 

And when up ten ffeep flopes you’ve dragg’d your thighs, 
Juft at his ftudy door he’ll blefs your eyes. Pope. 

Slote. adv. Obliquely; not perpendicularly. 

Uriel 

Return’d on that bright beam, whofe point now rais’d 
Bore him flope downward to the fun, now fall’n. Milton. 

To Slope, v.a. [from the adjective.] To form to obliquity 
or declivity ; to dircift obliquely. 

Though Waded corn be lodg'd, and trees blown down. 
Though palaces and pyramids do flope 
Their heads to their foundations. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

On each hand the flames 

Driv’n backward flope their pointing fpires, and rowl'd 
In billows, leave i' th’ midfta horrid vale. Milt. Par. LqJI. 

The ftar, that rofe at evening bright, 

Toward heav’n’s defeent had Jlop'd his weltering wheel .Milt. 

All night I flept, oblivious of my pain ; 

Aurora dawn’d, and Phoebus fliin’d in vain: 

Nor’till oblique he flop'd his evening ray, 

Had Soinnus dry’d the balmy dews away. Pope's Odyffey. 

To Slope, v. n. To take an oblique or declivous direction. 

Betwixt the midfl and thefe the gods aflign'd 
T wo habitable feats for human kind; 

And crofs their limits cut a floping way. 

Which the twelve figns in beauteous order fway. Diyden. 
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Upftarts a p^iate, lo ? th’obedient bafr 
S: pes at its foot, the woods its hues embrace. 

There is a (trait hole in every ants neft half an inch d -‘- 
and then it goes down floping into a place where they 1 ?' 
their magazine. Add fid, S',!ct a i„ 

Slo'peness. n.f. [from flope.] Obliquity; declivity; not,.! 
pendicularity. ‘ v ”* 

The Italians give the cover a graceful pendence of 
dividing the whole breadth into nine parts, whereof two fl, 
ferve for the elevation of the hi«heil ridge. IVotton's Archil V 

Slo'pewise. adj. [ flope and wje.] Obliquely; not pcrpcidY 
cularly. r 

The Wear is. a frith, reaching flopewife through the Ofu 
from the land to low w ater mark, and having in It a bent 
cod with an eye-hook; where the fifti entering, up CI1 
coming back with the ebb, arc flopped from ifluing out 
forfaken by the water, and left dry on the Ofc. ° Cor,-J 

Slo'pixgly. adv. [bom floping.} Obliquely; not perpendi 
cularly. 

Thefe atoms do not defeend always perpendicularly, fc u » 
fometi rues flopingly. ’ ' Digby on the So;,!. 

Slo'ppv. ad;, [from flop.'] Miry and wet: perhaps railin' 
flabby. See Slab. 

T o Slot. v. a. [ fughen, Dutch. ] To fliike 
hard. 

Slot. n.f. [flod, Iflandick.] The track of a deer. 

Sloth, n.f. [ ylsepS, jlepb, Saxon. It might therefore be not 
improperly written /loath, hut that it feems better to regard 
the orthography of the primitive^U'.] 

1. Slownefs; tardinefs. 

Thefe cardinals trifle with me: I abhor 
This dilatory floth and tricks of Rome. Shak. Henry VIII, 

2. Lazinefs; fluggifhnefs; idlencfs. 

Falfe of heart, light of ear, bloody of b nd, 

Hog in floth , fox in health. Shakefp. King Lear. 

They change their courfe to plcafurc, cafe, and floth. Milt. 

Indtiilry approach’d, 

And rous'd him from his miferablc floth. Thmfon’s Autumn. 

3. An animal. 

The jioth is an animal of fo flow a motion, that he will be 
three or four days at leaft in climbing up and coming down a 
tree; and to go the length of fifty paces on plain ground, re¬ 
quires a whole day. Grew. 

Slo'thful. adj. [floth and full.] Idle; lazy; fluggifhj in¬ 
active ; indolent; dull of motion. 

He that is jlothful in his work, is brother to him that is a 
great wafter. Prov. xviii. 9; 

The defire of the flollful kiileth him; for his hands refufe 
to labour. Prov. sex i. 25. 

To vice induftrious; but to nobler deeds 
Timorous and flotbfliel. Milieu, 

Flora commands thofe nymphs and knights. 

Who liv’d in flotbful cafe and loofe delights, 

Who never acts of honour durfl purfiie. 

The men inglorious knights, the ladies all untrue. Bryien. 
The very foul of the flothjnl does effectually but lie drowfing 
in bis bjdy, and the whole man is totally given up to Ins 
femes. " L’Eflrenge. 

Slo'thfully, adv. [from Jlothful.] With floth. 

Slo'thfulness. n.f. [fro in flotbful.] Idknefs; lazinefs; flug- 
gifhnefs; ina&ivity. 

To truft to labour without prayer, argucth impiety and 
prophanenefs; it maketli light of the providence of God: and 
although it be not the intent of a religious mind, yet it is the 
fault of thofe men whole religion wanteth light of a mature 
judgment to diredt it, when we join with our prayer fltthful- 
nefls and ncglcdl of convenient labour. Hooker. 

SiothfulncJ's caflcth into a deep fleep, and an idle foul find 
fuller hunger. Prov. xix. 15. 

Slouch, n.f [ floff, DaniGi, ffupid.J 

1. A downcafl look; a depreflion of the head. In Scotland, 
an ungainly gair, as aifo the perfon whofe gait it is. 

Our doctor has every quality that can make a man ufefu!. 
but, alas! he hath a fort of jlouch in his walk. Swifl- 

2. A man who looks heavy and clownifh. 

Begin thy carrols then, thou vaunting floucb ; 

Ee thine the oaken ftaff, or mine the pouch. voy 

To Slouch, v. n. [from the noun.] 1 o have a dow,nca 
clownifh look. , , 

SI , 0 'VEN. n.f [flotf, Dutch; yslyvn, Welfh, naffy, fhabby^J 
A man indecently negligent of cleanlincfs; a man cirtiy 

drefied. , 

The miniflers came to church in handlome holidayappa a , 
and that himfelr did not think them bound by the law 0 
to go like Jlovens. ‘ ’ 

Aftedt in things about thee cleanlincfs, 

That all may gladly board thee as a flow’r: 

Slovens take up their flock of noifomenefj 
Beforehand, and anticipate their laft hour. tier t 

For as when fovens do amifs ... 

At others door i HuMrC ‘' 
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You laugh, half beau, half JItven if I flanJ; 

Me wie half powder, and all fnuff my band. Pope. 

»■/ [from>*»* 4 ruJ Indecent negligence of 

rf a hard Undent, and civility 
. h „ (.(.ft cxercife of the rennls; yet not to be exact in the 

° f JEfoptt laft°found out a floven y lazy fellow, lolling.at his 
r. as P if he had nothing to do. L Ejlrange. 

JI lcLv. adv. [from floven.] In a coarfc inelegant manner. 
As I h3ng my cloaths on fomewhat fovenly , I no fooner 

went in buf he frowned upon me. 

Slo'venRY. n. f [from floven.] Dirt.nefs; want of neatnefs. 
Our gavnefs and our gilt arc all belmirch d 
With rainy marching in the painful field : 

There’s not a piece of feather in our hoft. 

And time hath worn us into flovenry. Shakefp. H. V. 

Slouch, n.f. [l lo 2 > Saxon.] 

, A deep mirv place ; a hole fud of dirt. 

’ The Scots were in a fallow field, whereinto the tnglilh 
could not enter, but over a crofs ditch and a flough-, in pafl- 
j IK whereof many of the Englifh horfe were plunged, and 
fome mired. ' Hayicard. 

The ways being foul, twenty to one, 

He’s here ftuck in a flough, and overthrown. Milton. 

A carter had laid his waggon faft in a flough. L'Ejlrange. 

2. The (kin which a ferpent calls off at his periodica! renovation. 

Thv fates open their hands, let thy blood and fpirit embrace 
them; and to inure thyfelf to what thou art like to be, call 
thy humble flough , and appear frefh, Shak. Iwelfth Bight. 
When the mind is quicken’d, 

The organs, though defumfl and dead before. 

Break up their drowfy grave, and newly move, 

With carted flough and frefh legerity. Shakefpeare. 

As the Inake, roll’d in a flow'ry bank, 

With finning checker’d flough , doth fling a child. 

That for the beauty thinks it excellent. Shak. Hen. VI. 

Oh let not fleep my clofing eyes invade 
In open plains, or in the fccrct made, 

When he, renew’d in all the fpeckl’d pride 
Of pompous youth, has caft his flough affde ; 

And in his Summer liv'ry rolls along, 

Ercift and brandifhing his forky tongue. Dryden. 

The flough of an Englifh viper, that is, the cuticula, they 
caff off twice every year, at fpring and fall: the feparation 
begins at the head, and is finifhed in twenty-four hours. Grew. 

I he body, which we leave behind in this viftble world, 
is as the womb or flough from whence we iffue, and are 
born into the other. Grcw's Ccflnel. 

3. The part that feparates from a foul fore. 

At the next dreffing I found a flough come away with the 
dreflings, which was the fordes. JVifeman on Ulcers. 

Sloughy, ad}, [from flough ] Miry; boggy; muddy. 

Thatcuftom fhoukl not be allowed of cutting fer^ws in low 
grounds fl-ughy underneath, which turn into bog. Swift. 
SLOW. adj. [j-lap, yleap, Saxon; Jleeuw, Friftck.] • 

1. Not fwift; not quick of motion; not fpeedy ; not having 
velocity; wanting celerity. 

Me thou thinlc’ft not flow. 

Who fincc the morning hour fet out from heav’n. 

Where God rcfidcs, and on mid-day arriv’d 
In Eden, diftancc inexprcflible. Milton. 

Where the motion is fo flow as not to fupply a conftant train 
of frefh ideas to the fenfes, the fenfe of motion is loft. Locke. 

2. Late ; not happening in a fhort time. 

Thefe changes in the heav’ns, though flow, produc’d 
Like change on fea and land, fidereal blafl. Milton. 

3. Not ready ; not prompt; not quick. 

I am Jloio of fpeech, and a flow tongue. Ex. iv. 10. 

Mine ear (hall not be flow, mine eye not Qiut. Milton. 
The flow of fpecch make in dreams unpremeditated ha¬ 
rangues, or convcrfe readily in languages that they are but little 
acquainted with. ~ Addi.on. 

4. L’uli; inadlivc; tardy; fluggifh. 

Fix’d on defence, the Trojans are not Jleno 
T o guard their fhore from an expected foe. Dryden. 

5 • N<n hafly; ading with deliberation; not vehement. 

The Lord is merciful, and flow to anger. Common Prayer, 
e. .. H< j that ’^fl-w to wrath is of great undemanding. Prov. 
t>. JJull; heavy in wit. 

The politick and wife 

Are ftyflow things with circumfpeftive eyes. Pope. 

Lcv, ’» * n compofttion, is an adverb, flowly. 

1 his_/Wi-pac’d foul, which late did cleave 
T a body, and went but by the body’s leave, 

I wenty perchance or thirtv mile a day, 

Uifpatches in a minute all the way 
1 wixt heav’n and earth. 


I o the fhame of _/?cte-endeavouring art 
t hy eafy numbers flow. 


Donne. 

Milton. 
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This day’s death denounc’d, if ought I fee, 

Will prove no fudden, but zflow- pac’d evil, 

A Ion a dav’s dying to augment our pain. Miltons Par. Lo r > 

Fo” eighty/tfte-circling years by tempefts toft. Pope. 

Some demon urg’d 

T’ explore the fraud with guile oppos’d to guile, 

SI ^-pacing thrice around th’ infidious pile. Pope. 

To Slow. v. a [from the adjetflivc.J To omit by dilatonnefsj 
to delay; to procraftinate. Not in ufc. 

Now do you know the ieafon of this hafte? . 

—I would I knew not why it Ihould be flow'd. Shakefpeare . 

Slo'wly. adv. [from flow.] 

1. Not fpeedily ; not with celerity; not with velocity. 

'J he gnome rejoicing bears her gift away, 

Spreads his black wings, and flowly mounts to day. Pope. 

2. Not foon ; not early ; not in a little time. 

The poor remnant of human feed peopled their country 
again flowly, by little and little. Bacon . 

Our fathers bent their baneful induftry 
To check a monarchy that flowly grew ; 

But did not France or Holland’s fate forfee, 

Whofe riftngpow’r to fwift dominion flew. Dryden. 

We oft our flowly growing works impart. 

While images reflect from art to art. Pope. 

3. Not haftily ; not rafhly. 

4. Not promptly; not readily: 

5. Tardily; fluggifhly. 

The chapel of St. Laurence advances fo \ecryflouly, that ’tis 
not impoflible but the family of Mcdicis may be extimSi before 
their burial place is finifhed. Addifon on Italy. 

Slo'wness. n.f. [from flow.] 

1. Smalnefs of motion; not fpeed; want of velocity; abfence 
of celerity or fwiftnefs. 

Providence hath confined thefe human arts, that what any 
invention hath in the ftrength of its motion, is abated in the 
Jlownefs of it; and what it hath in the extraordinary quicknefs 
of its motion, muft be allowed for in the great ftrength that is 
required unto it. Wilkins's Math. Magic. 

Motion is the abfolutc mode of a body, but fwiftnefs or 
Jlownefs are relative ideas. Watts. 

2. Length of time in which anything a£ls or is brought to pafsj 
not quicknefs. 

Tyrants ufe what art they can to increafc the Jlownefs of 
death. Hooker . 

3. Dulncfs to admit convi£lion or affedlion. 

Chrift would not heal their infirmities, becaufe of thehard- 
nefs and Jlownefs of their hearts, in that they believed him 
not. Bentley's Sermons. 

4. Want of promptnefs; want of readinefs. 

5. Deliberation ; cool delay. 

6. Dilatorinefs; procraftination. 

Slo'wworm. n.f. [ylapypm, Saxon.] The blind worm; a 
fmall viper, venomous, but fcarcely mortal. 

Though we have found formed fnakes in the belly of the 
cscilia, or f.oww.rm, yet may the viper emphatically bear the 
tiame. Brown's Fulgar Err ours. 

To Si.u'iiBr R. v a. [Probably from lubber ] 

1. To do any thing lazily, impcrfeflly, or with idle hurry. 

Nature (hewed flic doth not like men, who Jlubkcr up mat¬ 
ters of mean account. Sidney. 

Baflanio told him, he would make fome fpeed 
Of his return : he anfwcr’d, do not fo. 

Slubber not bufinefs for my fake. Shakefp. Merch. of Venice. 
As they are flubbered over, the malignity that remains will 
fliow itfelf in fome chronick difeafe, or in fome fpccies of 
the lues venerea. IVifeman's Surgery. 

2. I o (lain; to daub. [1 his feems to be from Jobber, Jabber, 

or Javer.) J 

1 ou muft be content to Jlulbcr the glofs of your new for¬ 
tunes, with this more ftubborn and boifterous expedition. Shak. 

3. To cover coarfely or carelefly. 

A man of feeret ambitious ends, and proportionate coun- 
fels, fmothered under the habit of a fcholar, and flubbered over 
with a certain rude and clownifh fafhion, that liad the fem- 
blance of integrity. _ Wet ton. 

Slu bberdegullion. n. f [I fuppofe a cant word without 
derivation.] A paicry, dirty, forry wretch. 

Quoth flie, although thou hail deferv’d, 

Bafe JlubbcrdeguUion, to be ferv’d 
As thou did’ft vow to deal with me. 

If thou had’ftgot the victory. Hudihras. 

Sludge, n.f [I fuppofe from J-I03, flough, Saxon ] Mire; 
dirt mixed with water. 

cr Hp hc C f th i ma ^ e a merc or mud. Mortimer. 

bLL a l Danifh, and Jock, Dutch, fignify a glutton, 
and thence one that has the doth of a glutton.] ° 

1. An idler; a drone; a flow, heavy, fleepy, lazy wretch. 

V ie, what a fug is Hafti ngs, that he comes not! Shake ft. 

2. An hindrance; an obflru£lion. 

w fui y t !ls ' and '? jnips aU im P roveme nts, wherein money 
would be (lining, if it were not for this/^. i>acl. 
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